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Working with Templates  
 

SageFrame is easy to theme and totally flexible; it lets you customize each page 

layout without any restriction. Hence, it reduces time to design the same layout 

for a number of pages. 

 

 
 

You can design different page layout for different pages in the website with the 

following features: 

 

 XML layout 

 Multiple Layouts 

 Manipulate the Visual Layout Design 

 Supports handheld devices 

 Dynamic positions 

 Changeable layouts and themes 

 Insert Template with Data 

 Drag and drop modules 

 

Selecting a Template 
To select a template, follow the steps below. 

 

Step 1. On the SageFrame C-Panel, click the Templates icon which opens the 

Template Manager page. 

 

Step 2. Click on the desired template from the list of available ones. The following 

fields will appear. 
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 View Demo: You can view the demo of the template. 

 Activate: Click on the Activate button to enable the template. 

 Customize: When you click this button, the following options appear. 

 Pages: Click on the Pages button to open the Page Manager page as 

explained in Working with Pages. 

 Preset: Click on the Preset button to open the Presets tab and customize 

the layouts, themes and screen. 

 Layout Manager: Click on the Layout button to open the Layout Manager 

tab and customize the layout for the template. 

 Edit Files: Click on the Edit Files to go to the Template File Manager to edit the 

files as explained in Working with Files. 

 

Installing a Template 
Readymade templates can be installed in SageFrame without much hassle. While 

installing template, the data associated with the template is also installed. If you 

have a fully-designed SageFrame template with lots of content and data that you 

need as they are, all you have to do is to create its copy (or backup) and install it 

in some other SageFrame project. You will get the website, which you created 

with hard work as it was before, without any changes in layout, design, content 

and any other information associated. 

Step 1. To install a template, click the Templates icon on the SageFrame C-Panel. 

This opens the Template Manager page. 

Step 2. Click the Choose File button that prompts a Dialog Box where you need to 

choose a zipped template file from your hard drive. 
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Step 3. Once you have selected the template file you want to install or upload, 

click on the Upload button and you will find your template installed right there. 

Activate the template to find all the design and data you do not want to lose. 

 

 

Creating a Template 
 

Step 1. To create a template, click on the Create Template button on the 

SageFrame C-Panel. 

Step 2. Once you click on that button, a text box prompts up to specify the 

template name. 

 

Step 3. Enter the template name and click on the Ok button. 

After the template has been successfully created, a copy of default template is 

created with a name Layouts as shown below. 
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The Layouts template will copy all the files that the Default Template has. View 

the containing files and folders by navigating to the main SageFrame folder where 

it was placed during the installation. 

 

Changing the Layout and Preset of the template 
To change the layouts and presets of the template, follow the steps below. 

Step 1. On the Template Manager page, click on the name of the desired 

template. Then click on Customize and choose Preset or Layout Manager. 
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Step 2. On the next page, the template manager prompts settings for templates 

which contain three tabs, namely – Basic Details, Presets and Layout Manager. 

 

Basic Details: Displays some basic information about the template that is currently 

in use such as Template Name, Template Author, Description and Website. 

 

Presets: Presets lets you set and assign different layout for pages in your website. 

The Layouts pane in SageFrame lists all the layouts that are available in a 

particular template.  
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Selecting different layout for different pages 

Follow the steps below to assign the different layout to page/pages. 

Step 1. Choose the layout you want to use from the associated drop down list. 

Example below shows the Default layout. 

 

The dropdown lists three options to choose from. 

 None: Choose this option if you do not want to apply this layout to any pages. 

 All: Choose this option to apply the particular layout to all pages in a site. 

 Custom: Choose this option to apply Layout only to the selected pages in a 

site. 

Step 2. Click on Custom from the dropdown. 

Step 3. Click on Select Pages icon just next to the dropdown box. Select pages 

overlay appears which lists all the pages available on the site. 

Step 4. Select required pages and click on Apply to save the selection. 
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Step 5. The pages that you selected with new layout will now appear in the Layout 

pane. 

 

Simultaneously, you can use the other layouts for various other pages in the site. 

Simply select the layout and use the options from the drop down. 

Step 6. Similarly, you can also choose screen style for pages like Wide, Narrow or 

Fluid screen. 
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Step 7. Once you are done with everything in the presets, click on Save Preset to 

save the changes. 

Layout Manager: The SageFrame Layout Manager lets you manage website page 
design or create a separate wireframe for each page. You can place multiple 

modules in a position and decide width and height of each position. 

 

 

Layout Wireframe 
Below is the wireframe of this particular layout showing the various positions that 

are in use. Layout comprises of layout units. Each unit is given a position inside the 

layout: Logo, Search, Navigation, Banner, Pos1, Pos2, Copyright, etc. Layout unit is 

where you add the modules to render a page. The layout units are customizable 

through various configurable options as shown below: 
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Adding a New Layout 

To add a new layout, follow the steps below. 

Step 1. On SageFrame Layout Manager Page, click on the template on which you 

want to add a layout. 

Step 2. Click on the Create Layout option to add a new layout. 

 
 

Step 3. On the Add Layout page, choose a clone from the dropdown if you want to 

copy any previous layout. However, if you wish to create a new layout, leave 

Clone From as none and enter the Layout Name. 
 

 

Step 4. Click on Create to create the new layout. 

 

Editing a Layout 

Layout in SageFrame is stored as an XML file. SageFrame creates layouts using XML 

that makes it easier for you to edit layout without much hassle. SageFrame thus 

gives a complete control over visual layout by changing the placeholders and 

wrappers of layout from the code side or by manually manipulating the layout 

design from the interface side. 
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 First let’s see how it can be done from the code side. 

 

Step 1. On Layout Manager Page, select a layout that you want to edit from the 

dropdown. 

 

Step 2. Click on the Edit button. 

 

Step 3. Next up, you get prompted with Create Layout Markup panel for the 

selected layout. 
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A layout in SageFrame consists of three sections i.e. sfHeader, sfContent and 

sfFooter. Each section contains <placeholder> and each placeholder contains a 

<position>. 

Layout Hierarchy: 

 

a) sfHeader 

This section is capable of holding multiple placeholders and each 

placeholder can hold multiple positions. You can also add or delete 

placeholder depending on your website needs. 
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b) sfContent 

This section has fixed positions meaning you cannot add placeholders but 

only delete them. However, you can always add multiple positions to 

available placeholders depending on your needs. 

 

c) sfFooter 

This section is also capable of holding multiple placeholders and each 

placeholder can hold multiple positions. You can also add or delete 

placeholder depending on your website needs. 

 

 

 

Adding positions in a placeholder 

Adding a position means having different units in the placeholder. In order to have 

different width for each position, we need to add the width attribute in the 

placeholder. In the example below we will be adding a position to sfheader 

sections ‘header’ placeholder: 

It already has two positions ‘Navigation’ and ‘Logo’ i.e. 
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Step 4. Once you are done with editing layout, click the Save option to save the 
changes made to the layout. 
 
Note: You can either define the width of each position or simply use mode as fixed. 

 You can also use the <wrapper> to wrap the placeholders or positions into one <div>. 

 

 

 

Wrapper Attributes: 

Type: Type is a part to wrap which can be a position, placeholder or a block. 

Class: Class attribute specifies one or more class names for an element. 

Depth: Depth attribute specifies the number of <div> to be created to wrap the 

position. The additional <div> tags will have class =”sfBlockwrap leftrightwrap”, 

class=”sfBlockwrap leftrightwrap sf2”, class=”sfBlockwrap leftrightwrap sf3 as 

shown in an image as below:- 

 

 

 

 Now let’s see how a template can be edited from the interface side also 

called Visual Layout Control and this is one of the most powerful features 

that SageFrame provides. 

 

Step 1. On the Layout Manager page of Template Manager, select a layout from 

dropdown menu. 
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Step 2. The following screen appears. Now, you can manually split, merge, resize 

or sort the layout placeholders and positions as desired. 

 

 

Let us see the ways in which you can achieve it. 

Split 

1. Select a placeholder you need to split by clicking on it. Once you hover mouse 

over the placeholder, you will see a split icon at the right of the placeholder. 

(Let’s do it on the Middlemaincurrent placeholder as an example from the 

above layout.) 
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2. Click on the split icon and the placeholder will be divided into two 

placeholders of equal length. 

 

 

Merge 

1. Select two or more placeholders you need to merge by clicking on them. Once 

you hover mouse over the selected placeholders, you will see a merge icon 

on the right. (Let’s do it on the Banner and Banner_ww placeholders as an 

example from the above layout.) 

 

2. Click on the merge icon and the placeholder will combine all placeholders 

into one of full length. 

 

 

Resize 

1. To resize a placeholder, first you need to select it. Once the placeholder to 

be resized is selected, hover your mouse over it to find resize cursor. (Let’s 

take the Logo and Search placeholder as an example from the above layout) 

 

2. Now drag left or right to resize the placeholder size. Resizing will 

automatically affect the sizes of other placeholders on the row. 

 

Sort 

1. To sort the position of a placeholder, just drag and drop the placeholders to 

concerned positions. (Let’s take the Pos1, Pos2 and Pos3 placeholders as an 

example from the above layout) 
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2. Now drag the Testimonials and drop it somewhere you prefer on the row. 

 


